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For immediate release 

 
Curtis Slater, Forest Lake Area Schools Principal, Named 
Minnesota National Distinguished Principal 
 
(jpeg of photo attached to this media release) 
 
(St. Paul, MN, May 3, 2018) – Curtis Slater, principal of Wyoming 

Elementary in Forest Lake Area Schools, and a member of the 

Minnesota Elementary School Principals’ Association (MESPA), is Minnesota’s 2018 National 

Distinguished Principal (NDP). MESPA and the National Association of Elementary School Principals 

(NAESP) present the prestigious award.  

 

The National Distinguished Principal program was established in 1984 to recognize and celebrate 

elementary and middle-level principals who set high standards for instruction, student achievement, 

character, and climate for the students, families, and staffs in their learning communities. The program 

highlights the fundamental importance of the school principal in achieving educational excellence for 

pre-kindergarten through eighth-grade students and reinforces their continued leadership in helping 

children develop a lifelong love of learning. One NDP is chosen annually from each of the 50 states 

and the District of Columbia. 

 

“Creating a positive school culture for students, staff, and families is the most important work and 

accomplishment that I do each and every day as a principal,” said Slater. “I know that creating a 

positive school culture is the foundation for any school that wants to create an amazing learning 

environment for students, staff, and families.” 

 

Dr. Steven Geis, principal at North Trail Elementary in Farmington Area Public Schools, described 

how Slater creates that culture: “[Slater] is one of the most passionate, conscientious, giving, and 
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nurturing educators who holds all, including himself, to the highest standards measurable,” Geis said. 

“Curt is passionate about creating the best learning environment for his students and community of 

learners. I truly believe if all our fellow educators emulated his professionalism, we would be the envy 

of 49 other states.” 

 

“Mr. Slater came to our school only three years ago, but since his arrival, has contributed so much to 

the growth, culturally and academically, of our school,” said Bree Duhamel, second grade teacher at 

Wyoming Elementary. “Our students, staff, and families have an environment that focuses on 

relationships and clear expectations through proactive instruction and positive reinforcement. Our halls 

and classrooms are filled with best practice instruction and learning because Mr. Slater is always 

encouraging staff and students to be progressive in their thinking, using more hands-on experiences 

and reaching the standards in a way that is more engaging to make learning fun.” 

 

Slater is also a State of Minnesota Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) trainer and 

has served on the State of Minnesota PBIS leadership team. Slater has worked with more than 400 

schools around PBIS and trained more than 3,000 paraprofessionals in PBIS concepts.  

 

“We have made some major changes to our school culture, student discipline philosophy, and 

implemented a TIER 2 intervention process that is supporting our students that are struggling with 

social and emotional issues,” said Slater. “We have been able to improve the social dynamic of our 

building, which in turn has changed the buy-in of our community around our school. Our out-of-

school-suspension rate has dropped by 67% from 2015-16 to 2017-18.” 

 

“Curt is a visionary, collaborative, and charismatic leader,” said Steven Massy, Ed.D., superintendent 

of Forest Lake Area Schools. “He has real ideas and the ability to bring people along as he moves 

systems forward. Curt is a leader who inspires his staff to engage students in authentic learning 

experiences. He is a leader who engages parents and the community in the school culture. Students are 

excited about school and parents are thrilled to have their students learn in a school where learning is 

active and where teachers genuinely care.” 

 

Slater has worked to bring new and transformative experiences to Wyoming Elementary in very 

concrete ways. He spearheaded an effort to organize, create, and fund a makerspace at Wyoming 

Elementary. Makerspaces are collaborative work spaces inside of schools that have a variety of maker 

equipment from high- to no-tech where students can make, learn, explore, and share their own projects 

at their own pace. Makerspaces include everything from legos to 3D printers. Together with teachers, 
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students, and parents, Slater wrote grants and raised over $10,000 to build a makerspace that supported 

Wyoming Elementary students’ interests. “We have had a chance to celebrate students’ creativity and 

innovation in the classroom,” said Slater. “The makerspace area has recharged our instructional 

pedagogy and methodology in the process. I have seen our makerspace successfully challenge each 

student and move our teaching-centered classroom to a learning-centered classroom.”  

 

A quote shared by Wyoming Elementary parent Amber Setter’s eleven-year-old son perhaps best 

displays the impact Curtis Slater has had as principal: “Mom,” he said, “I’m glad I’m a sixth grader, 

but I kind of wish I were a kindergartener because they will have their whole elementary years with 

Mr. Slater as principal. Look at how many great things he’s done in just three years. Imagine the 

amazing things they’ll get to experience.”  

 

Slater began his career in 1996 as a sixth grade teacher at Coon Rapids Middle School in 

the Anoka-Hennepin School District. He served for a year as dean of students at Anoka 

Middle School before becoming the Associate Principal at Princeton Middle School, 

Princeton School District. He served as Associate Principal of Wayzata East Middle 

School in Wayzata, MN from 2006-2015 before accepting his current position at 

Wyoming Elementary, which he has held since 2015.  

 

Slater received an Administration Licensure from Saint Mary’s University in Minneapolis, MN; a 

Master of Education from Saint Mary’s University in Winona, MN; and a Bachelor of Science in 

Elementary Education from Moorhead State University, Moorhead, MN.   

 

The other finalists for this honor were Lisa Pikop, principal of Garfield Elementary, Miltona Science 

Magnet School, and Carlos Elementary, Alexandria Public Schools; and Darren Schuler, principal of 

Delano Elementary School, Delano Public Schools.  

 

-- end -- 
 
 
MESPA works to: Improve education for Minnesota students through collaboration and advocacy; 
Unite current, past, and future licensed elementary and middle level principals; Encourage and 
support a cooperative relationship between MESPA and other state/national organizations; and 
Advocate for the professional ethical, economic, and social welfare of its members.   
 
MESPA Mission: The Minnesota Elementary School Principals’ Association strives to be the premier 
leadership resource for elementary and middle level principals and a strong leading voice for public 
education. MESPA is committed to ensuring a high quality education for all children through 
strengthening and enhancing the principal’s role as educational leader in our schools.  


