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Dr. Fatima Lawson, principal
L’FEtoile du Nord French Immersion School

L’Etoile du Nord French Immersion School Validated as 2008-2009 Minnesota School of
Excellence

(St Pau, MN, Sepgember 2008)N L Etoile du Nord French Immersion School, Indeperdert Sctool
District #625, St Paud Public Schools, is validated asa 2008-2009 Minnesota School of Excellence. The
Minnesota Elemertary Sctool PrincipalsOAssociation (MESPA) developedthis resaich-based program
alignedwith national standards in: leackrship, vision, studert learring, the culture of adult learning, data
and decision-making, and community engagement. MESPA erdorsesschools whose principal, staff,
students, and community -- working asateam -- demonstrate the desre to strengthen educaton by
succesfully undertaking the Minnesota School of Excedlence program. This school improvemert process,
recaynizedby the Minnesota Department of Education and National Association of Elemertary School
Principals, involvesa systematc self-study, development of a school improvemert plan, ard

implemerntation of the planbasdon demonstratedreaults.

Olnthis time of high stakesteging, the quality of our school communitiescanfartoo easly be
misrepreserted by the single-purposedfederalteding requiremert,Osaid P. Fred Storti, MESPA execttive
direcior. (High stakesteds, such asthe MCA |1 teds usedto evaluate Mi nnesota schools for Adequate
Yearly Progress asrequiredby the federal No Child Left Behind Act, offer a snapshot in time with no
context. One high stakesteg should not determine a school Ogublic stature and camot adequately asess

its educatonal effeciveness. Elementary ard middle level schools provide the foundation for childrerOs



lifelong learring, and the Minnesota School of Excellence program clearly connects the educaton proces

to studert learring," Storti continued

Ohe Minnesta School of Excellence Program takesschools on amearingful analytical endeavor,
ergagng staff and community in purposeful conversations about their school,Osaid Matt Dorschner,
Minnesota School of Excellence Program chair. Oltis the premier way to idertify currert strengths and
areameedng improvemert for aschool. The reward of the analysisistwo-fold. First, it takesmeasure of
where aschool is and reveak whereit needsto go. Semnd, it creatsawonderful opportunity for

communitiesto celebrate their schoolN and to connectto their role in the school Osiccomplishmerts.O

Dr. Faima Lawson is the principal of L@toile du Nord French Immerson school, thefirst and only
Frerch immerson school in the urbandistricts of St. Paul and Minneapolis, and the first school to receive
this validation in Saint Pau. L@:toile du Nord wasegablishedin 1996 asa program within a school and
becaneanindependent school in 2002. The school is one of the fagted growing in the St Pad Public
Schools district, and currertly servesstudertsin gradesK-6 with programarticulation into the junior and
senior high schools. The administration of the MN SOE self-study includedthe self-study coordinator,
Christi Schmitt, who servesasco-chair of the Site Council and an English Language Learrer Teacher at
the school.

As principal, Dr. Lawson believes Orhisis without adoubt amore valid means of measiring successin
schools. Going through the Minnesota School of Excellence process hasnot only redefinedthe mearing
of excellencein education for us, but hasalso igniteda passion for working together asaleaning
community. We found out that we measure our success through the works of our studernts who are the
sum total of the differert parts that we all playedin this endeavor. Thisrecagnition is cerainly the result
of the work of mary, mary peaple in this community, who arelinkedby a commaon goal -- excellencein

learring, and a common intereg -- studerts!O

All core subjects aretaught in French, begnning in kindergarten English Language Arts are introduced
in secand grade. All students areencouraged and givenampge opportunity to maximize their potertial

recardess of socioecaomic status, ethnic background, or disahlity.

One of the major points of L@toile du Nord is thatit hasa culture of a sharedvision. Everyone knows the
mission and vision of the school largely due to the fact that it wascreatd with input from the community.
Staff believethatall childrenare capable of learnng acacemic content through a second language. The
school Osiltimate goal is to prepare studerts for life by giving themagift of asecond, relevart language
(Frerch), while educating themto meetand exceeddistrict expectations and state standards. Its stated

vision is, Ob prepare life-long learrers for successin a multi-lingual, global communityOwhile its



mission consists of Opoviding anurturing learnng ervironmert where Frerch language immersion

erhancesand infusesthe curricuum.O

L toile du Nord is one of the most diverse schools in termsof cultural backgrounds: staff and studerts
represent over 38 different countriesand culturesfrom around the world. The school hasreceivedthe
SwerinterdentOAwardfor Academic Achievemert every year sinceit started summative assessmert and
standard zedteding of its studerts. L@toile du Nord hasmade Adequate Y early Pragress sincethe No
Child Left Behind law waseractedin 2001, the studerts have consistertly earred high achievemert in
state and national standardzedteds.

All classroom teackers, specialists, and paraprofessionals either have lived or studied atroad, or arefrom
aforeign country. All classroom teachers specialists, and parapofessionals have atleas a bachelorOs
degeein the areaof study, and about 75 percert with advanceddegreesin curriculum and instruction and
otherrelatedfields. All paragofessionals have metthe NCLB recuiremerts for (Highly Qualified para-
professional.OAll classroom teactersare proficiert in Frerch with native or near native competence with
adelicate balance of native and non-native Frerch speaking teacters. The school community berefits
from strong partnerships with parerts, art organizations, Francophile and international organizations, Site

Council, and the Paent/Teacher Organization.

A high percertage of studerts at L toile du Nord areidertifiedasgifted ard talerted Activitieswithin
the classroom are rigorous, challenging, and motivating throughout the school day. Studerts work
together solving complex problemsthrough serviceleaming projects, invedigation teams resarch teams,
artsreddercies creafve writing resdercies and flexible grouping. Studerts participate in local, state,
national, and intermational competitions in both French and English languages Studenrts also participatein
a'Young AuthorsOConferencein a college setting and at school ard regonal sciencefairs. Dr. Lawson

wasawarded Mi nnestaO&lemertary and Middle Level Math and Science Principal of the Yearin 2007.

Staff members have worked hardto integrate key learning goals into hands-on, experiertial activities
Many have writtengrarntsto enrich studert learning in their classroom and grace level. One example of
thisis acollaboration betweenthe school OScience specialists and the Ramsey Washington Metro Area
Watershed program called, ORmoff and getit done.OThey have addressed the ercsion problem by
growing plarts from seedings and plarting these native speciesinto the school hillsideto prevert further

erosion.

Teacters and parerts work collaboratively through the Arts Parnership Committeeto build and sustain

meanngful artist partnerships. This committeewasresponsible for securing workshops and grarnts from



the Minnesota State Arts Board, The Pepich Certer for the Arts, Artsfor All award, and the Education

Minnesota Foundation for Teaching and Learning.

In addition to L Etoile du Nord French Immersion School, eight other elemertary schools achieved
recaynition as2008-2009 Minnesta Schools of Excellence: Delano Elementary School, Delano (1SD
#879); Hubert Olson Elementary School, Bloomington (ISD #271); Indian Mounds Elementary School,
Bloomington (ISD #721); Lake Park Audubon Elementary School, Audubon (Lake Pak 1SD #2889);
Pinewood Elementary School, Mounds View (ISD #621); Sheridan Hills Elementary School, Richfield
(ISD #280); Valley View Elementary School, Bloomington (ISD #271); Washburn Elementary School,
Bloomington (ISD #271).

---end ---

The Minnesota School of Excellence program was established in 1986. The program offers a powerful
comprehensive school improvement process that results in student learning growth. The program combines the
findings of current research on eff ective schooling with the practical on-site experience of working principals and
education staff. Since the program@ inception in 1986, 135 schools have earned Minnesota School of Excellence
validation.

MESPA is the professional association of Minnesota® elementary and middle level principals. With the vision to (e the
premiere resource for preparing today@ principals for tomorrow and a strong leading voice for public educationOand a
statewide membership over 950 principals, MESPA has represented Minnesota@ principals since 1950. MESPA is affiliated
with the National Association of Elementary School Principals and its 29,500 members nationwide.

MESPA Mission Statement

The Minnesota Elementary School Principal sQAssociation is dedicated to promoting and improving education for children
and youth, strengthening the role as educational leader for elementary and middle level principals, and collaborating with
partnersin education to assist in achieving these goals.



