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A gift ban provision covering school administrators was 
adopted by the Minnesota Legislature in 2014. The legal 
standard is clear. State law prohibits gifts by vendors to 
school principals regardless of form. (Nominal gifts of $5 
or less are the exception.) 
 
Trips, tickets, computer software, food, beverages, and 
jackets are all prohibited under the statute. Whether well 
intentioned or not, gifts are prohibited. If it is something that 
really makes sense for the administrator to do, then the 
district will have to pay for it. 
 
Under the statute, gifts can be provided to the school 

district or school or other employees including teachers or staff. Before accepting any such 
gifts, local district policy should be consulted. Many districts previously prohibited gifts to 
employees. MN School Boards Association (MSBA) has a model policy on gifts that has been adopted 
by many school boards. This policy covers all gifts to employees. 
 
The statutory gift ban only covers vendors—individuals or organizations with a direct financial 
interest in a matter before the school district. The statute describes vendors as “interested persons”. 
The provision states: “Interested person means a person or a representative of a person or association 
that has a direct financial interest in a decision that a local official is authorized to make.”  If a parent 
gives a gift card to a teacher or principal, this would not fall within the statute. It might be subject to 
the local policy—but not the statutory prohibition. 
 
One of the exceptions applies to MESPA. The gift ban does not apply to a gift: “by a national or 
multistate organization of governmental organizations or public officials, if a majority of the dues to the 
organization are paid from public funds, to attendees at a conference sponsored by that organization, if 
the gift is food or a beverage given at a reception or meal and an equivalent gift is given or offered to all 
other attendees”. So MESPA can provide a reception of coffee, food, or other beverages. MESPA is an 
organization of “public officials” and a majority of the dues are paid for by public funds.   
 
Both principals and vendors need to be aware of these rules. Even if well intended, and for an 
educational purpose, a principal cannot accept a gift from a vendor. 

 

MIND THE GIFT BAN 


